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Challenges, opportunities and lessons learned



SEEP Peer Learning Group ï
Savings Groups for Refugees 

WHO ARE WE?

We are a collaborative learning group composed of representatives from 



SEEP Peer Learning Group ï
Savings Groups for Refugees 

OUR OBJECTIVE

Mobilize knowledge that is actionable, to replicate and 
scale successful approaches to expanding access to 
financial services for refugees and internally displaced 
people. 

HOW WE WORK

One-year collaborative learning process, including 
consultations with experts, Savings Groups, and refugee 
communities



Our Learning Agenda ï
Key Assumptions and Questions 

1. We know that Savings Groups can 
work for refugees and displaced 
people, but it is not happening a lot 
nor at scale.

2. What few key questions can we 
answer to make it happen more 
often and more successfully?

3. What will we create to effectively 
teach others what we discover?



Learning Outputs

�‡We acknowledge that when refugees begin 
to settle,they are stable members of 
Savings Groups and good stewards of group 
assets.

�‡We recognize that refugees have the 
demand and capacity for regular savings 
deposits, and to service loan obligations, 
despite often subsisting on relatively low 
incomes.

�‡Savings Groups composed of refugees are 
not volatile, as imagined by sceptics


